Paint Tips to
Prevent Pollution

Washing a paint brush or dumping rinse water in the gutter allows
toxic chemicals to flow into the San Bernardino County storm drain
system, and they do not get treated before reaching the Mojave River.
This pollutes our drinking water and contaminates waterways, making
them unsafe for people and wildlife. Follow these simple tips to
prevent pollution and protect your health.

® lse water-based paints whenever
possible. They are less toxic than oil-
based paints and easier to clean up.
Look for products labeled “latex” or
‘tleans with water.”

® Don't clean brushes or rinse paint

containers in the street, gutter or near
a storm drain. Clean water-based paints
in the sink and oil-based paints with
thinner, which can be reused by putting
it in a jar to settle out the paint particles
and then pouring off the clear liquid for
future use.

@ Paint is too toxic to trash. Recycle it at
a household hazardous waste collection
facility. Call (800) 253-2687 for the

~— location of your city’s facility. You can
s 0 also save leftover paint for touch ups

‘ or give it to someone who can use it,
like a theatre group, school, city or
community organization.
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To report illegal dumping or for more information
on Stormwater pollution prevention, call:

1(800) CLEANUP

www.cleanup.org
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Lavar las brochas de pintura o arrojar agua sucia en el desagiie
acaba por llegar a los drenajes del Condado de San Bernardino
y terminando en el Rio de Mojave. Esto contamina el agua que
tomamos, haciendola peligorsa para la gente y la vida salvaje.
Sigue estas practicas para prevenir la contaminacion
y protejer la salud publica.

® Usa pinturas de agua cuando sea
posible. Son menos toxicas que las
pinturas de aceite y mas faciles para
limpiar. Busca los productos “latex”
or ‘tleans with water”.

@ Nunca laves las brochas ni los
contenedores de pintura en la calle,
coladeras o desagiies. Las de pintura
de agua limpialas en el labavo y las
de pintura de aceite con thiner, y
vuelvelas a guardar en un frasco, para
un uso futuro.

® |a pintura es muy toxica para tirarla
a la basura. Recicla |a pintura que
sobra en un lugar de coleccion de
materiales peligrosos. Llama al
(800) 253-2687 para informacidn de un
centro cerca a ti.
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Para reportar actividadas ilegales u obtener mas informacion
de la prevencion de contaminacion llamar al:

1(800) CLEANUP

www.cleanup.org





